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Vir'gini'a Metaicrafters' Eckman: Profits I‘n Obsolescence

“Charles M. Eckman Tells Rotary

Training Programs Needed in Area,

‘wood ~stoves, ‘and "cahidle sticki
holders. The company president:
‘said that Virginia Metalcrafters'

“I"has never been able to produce|

fast enough  to meet the de-!

L r its products. ~
i to Waynes-:
oro, Mr. tckman recalled, his,

“business iiterests had inciuded
:a wnightmarish .coffee distribus
«torship® in Richmond, a “pap-
rer-shuffling deal” for the Vets
“eran’s -Administration, . ‘and

' stints in mewspaper and radio
i'work. His first job was as &

O

* pould expand any further.

- little bevond® the available lab-
. or suppiy in both skilled
.- unskilled categories. He

Industries in the Waynesboro'

~ area are faced with major prob—‘l
forng in  the areas of labor:
surply, unionization, and spiral-’
" ing costs, according to Charles
M. Eckman, president of Vir-:
givia Metalcrafiers, Inc. ;
In a {alk before the Rotary:
Ciub yesterday, Mr. FEckman;
said arca industrial plants have
already expanded operations “‘a

and
said
training programs would be a
must belore production plants!

) Target for Unions

He said, too, that industrialy
management will have to facer-
the. fact that the Waynesboro,

- area has “become a {arget forl

. pational unions,”

P T-
CPYRGHT

j personal and business

. And he told his tellow Rotar-lghents offered by the old J
lans, many of them mdustrxal;jsmve Company, which "Ilas}:: ]

since grown from a ramshacti-
le, money-losing operation |into! : ;
a thriving industry employingmore College, won his bache~

leaders, that the nation
“in the-middle of a real infla-
tion,” despite what is heard
“from Washington to the con-
trary. Evidence of this, Mr.
FEckman said, was the fact that
prices for raw products are
continuing to rise. .

* Mr. Eckman’s remarks were
contained in an occupationzl in-
formation program of.the type
scheduled periodically by the
Rotary Club to provide a brief
_back-
ground of members and an in-

| sight into their company.

! - Native New, Yorker

" The speaker, a native  New|

i Yorker,

was)

‘Otm alo a we

SOTter 10T UG,

National City Bank of N e w-

-Mr. Eckman attended Swarih{

(nearly 250 people with annual
isales of four million dollars.

pany’s growth had been due in]
|large measure to the acquisi-'
tion of several small firms pro-
ducing diversified products. Hg
 said Virginia Metalcrafters had
'reached the point now where it
would shift its emphasis. frors,
acquisition to product develop-
ment.
_ Obsolele Products

:‘ 'He pointed out that rnosf of

{ said he was enticed t°;was
Wezsngshoro in 1953 by the Pro-iducts -~ hand _ lawnmowers,

the company’s sales volume
in so<called obsolete pro-

lor's degree from the Univers

sity of Wiscensin and h_is inas-
Mr. Eckman. said his com-ter’'s in business admlmstrat_lg}x

rom New York Tubversity.

For two years, he served as*
a business administration con-,
sultant to the Cenfra) Intelli-:
gence Agency, later taughl at
|\ yeurat-the University of Rich- .
‘mond night school, 4

Vi’siting Rotarians at yester-
day’s luncheon meeting includ-:
ed J. K. Patterson, Floyd}
Leistra, and Edward Dowling,
all of Staunton; R. A. Vanina,}

John Nottingham, and = Jobn

R;?biﬂsmi of Charlottesville




